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ABOUT YOUNG AMERICA’S FOUNDATION 

Our Mission 

Young America’s Foundation is committed to ensuring 

that increasing numbers of young Americans understand 

and are inspired by the ideas of individual freedom, a 

strong national defense, free enterprise, and  

traditional values. 

 

We accomplish our mission by providing essential 

conferences, seminars, educational materials, internships, 

and speakers to young people across  

the country. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Background 

Each year, hundreds of colleges and universities throughout the 
nation carefully select a single book for their campus communities to 
read, analyze, and discuss. These chosen texts are expected to 
inspire critical thinking, stimulate dialogue, and reflect the values and 
goals of the academic institutions that endorse them. 

The prevalence and impact of these common reading programs 
have raised an important question: To what extent are the selected 
books a reflection of diverse perspectives and ideologies, and to 
what extent do they introduce a singular narrative that promotes the 
Left’s ideology? 

Young America’s Foundation’s Radical Reads Report seeks to 
answer whether a liberal bias is indeed present in these selections, 
and to underscore the need for intellectual diversity in the classroom 
and beyond. 

THE RADICAL READS REPORT 2023 – 2024
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Methodology 

1. DATA COLLECTION 

1.1 Data Source - The primary data source for this study was the 
2023 - 2024 Campus Common Reading Roundup published by 
Penguin Random House, which details the book titles selected for 
common reading programs in over 300 participating colleges and 
universities. This report served as the foundational dataset for YAF’s 
analysis. 

1.2 Ideology Classification - To accurately assess the ideology of 
each book, YAF utilized a multi-faceted approach: 

 Book Descriptions: YAF extracted book descriptions for each   
 title from Goodreads to gain an initial understanding of the   
 themes, topics, and potential biases within each selection. 

 Crowdsourced Genre Classifications: When available, YAF took   
 into consideration genre classification tags provided by    
 consensus of at least 100 Goodreads users. 

 Customer Reviews: YAF analyzed customer reviews and ratings   
 on popular online bookseller platforms such as Amazon and   
 Barnes & Noble, looking for keywords that may indicate    
 potential biases. 
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2. IDEOLOGICAL CLASSIFICATION CRITERIA 

2.1 Keyword Analysis - YAF identified keywords and phrases 
commonly associated with certain ideologies and used the presence 
of these keywords as factors in determining a title’s ideology. 

2.2 Author Background - YAF researched the backgrounds of 
authors, including their affiliations, published works, and public 
statements, to assess whether their personal ideologies might 
influence the content of the assigned books. 

3. LIMITATIONS 

3.1 Sample Size - This analysis is based on a specific sample of 
colleges and universities that participate in common reading 
programs sponsored by Penguin Random House, which is by far the 
largest operator of programs of this sort. Institutions that 
independently organize common reading programs were not 
included. 

3.2 Subjectivity - The ideological categorization of books involves 
subjectivity to a certain extent, and may be interpreted differently by 
unique individuals. 
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FINDINGS 
Proportion of Books Assigned / Recommended 
by Ideology 
 

THE RADICAL READS REPORT 2023 – 2024



8

Liberal Books: YAF found 142 books that exhibited a clear liberal bias. 
These texts often addressed topics associated with leftist 
ideologies, such as social justice, LGBTQ+ agendas, critical race 
theory, feminism, identity politics, and environmental alarmism. 

Neutral Books: A total of 118 books were classified as neutral, 
lacking inherent ideological bias. These selections covered a broad 
range of subjects without a discernible alignment with either 
conservative or liberal viewpoints. 

Unclear Bias: In 39 instances, YAF encountered books for which the 
ideological stance was ambiguous or not readily discernible from 
available data. These selections would require significant scrutiny to 
identify their underlying perspectives. 

Conservative Books: Disappointingly, YAF identified only one single 
book with a clear conservative message: Nation of Victims by Vivek 
Ramaswamy. In this text, the entrepreneur and 2024 presidential 
candidate makes the case that the essence of true American 
identity is to pursue excellence and reject victimhood culture. 
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Prevalent Liberal Themes in Assigned / 
Recommended Texts 

NOTE: Many of the books that YAF examined were found to contain multiple liberal 
themes. Both the primary and secondary (when applicable) themes of each book are 
included in the below totals. 

Critical Race Theory / Racial Justice / Identity Politics 

77 Occurrences 

Social Justice 

71 Occurrences 

LGBT / Gender Ideology 

19 Occurrences 

Feminism 

18 Occurrences 

Climate Alarmism / Climate Change 

11 Occurrences 
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Notable Examples of Leftist Bias in Assigned / 
Recommended Texts 
 
 

THE RADICAL READS REPORT 2023 – 2024

Gender Queer: A Graphic Memoir 
By Maia Kobabe 

Assigned by Albion College 

This graphic memoir explores the author’s “journey of self-discovery” as a 
“non-binary” person. Contains obscene illustrations of masturbation, oral 
sex involving a young boy and an adult male, among other sexual acts..

WHY DIDN’T WE RIOT?: A BLACK MAN IN TRUMPLAND 
By Issac J. Bailey 

Assigned by American University 

This strongly biased memoir, written by a police abolition activist, reflects on 
his experience living under an administration that he claims “made white 
supremacists giddy” and pushed racial equality back by decades. 
Encourages victim mentality and promotes racial division.

GOrdo 
By Jaime Cortez 

Assigned by California State University - Monterey Bay 

This collection of short stories, which was nominated for a gay fiction award, 
follows a ten-year-old boy discovering his sexuality. 
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Becoming 
By Michelle Obama 

Recommended by Wake Forest University 

Michelle Obama’s autobiography focuses heavily on identity politics, 
promotes the Left’s racial division agenda, and glorifies Barack 
Obama and his presidency.

His Name is George Floyd: One Man’s Life and the 
struggle for Racial Justice 
By Robert Samuels and Tolls Olorunnipa 

Assigned by Christian Brothers University 

This biography of George Floyd paints the man, who had an extensive 
criminal history, as a helpless victim of lifelong racism. Encourages racial 
division and anti-police sentiment.

How to be an Antiracist 
By Ibram X. Kendi 

Assigned by Johnson County Community College 

This book by far-Left activist Ibram X. Kendi presents a highly polarized view 
of racism and suggests that outlandish measures be taken in society to 
dismantle “systems of oppression.”

The Octopus In the Parking Garage: A Call for 
Climate Resilience 
By Rob Verchick 

Assigned by Louisiana State University 

This “handbook for resistance to the climate crisis” promotes 
environmental alarmism and offers unrealistic suggestions for how to 
combat climate change.
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Full Data 
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University Program Name Title Ideology Primary Theme Secondary Theme

Adler University Common Book Braiding Sweetgrass: 
Indigenous Wisdom, 
Scientific Knowledge 
and the Teachings of 
Plants, by Robin Wall 
Kimmerer

Unclear Cultural Heritage -

Aims Community 
College

Campus Read Child of the Flower-
Song: Luz Jiménez, 
Daughter of the Nahua, 
by Gloria Amescua

Unclear Cultural Heritage -

Albion College Common Reading 
Experience

 “Gender Queer: A 
Graphic Memoir,” by 
Maia Kobabe

Liberal LGBT / Gender 
Ideology

-

American 
University

Writer as Witness / 
College Writing Book 

Why Didn’t We Riot: A 
Black Man in 
Trumpland, by Issac J. 
Bailey 

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice -

American 
University - 
Humanities 
Program

AU Common Read On Earth We Are Briefly 
Gorgeous, by Ocean 
Vuong

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice LGBT / Gender 
Ideology

Appalachian State 
University

Common Reading 
Program

Be Different: My 
Adventures with 
Asperger's and My 
Advice for Fellow 
Aspergians, Misfits, 
Families, and Teachers, 
by John Elder Robison

NEUTRAL Memoir -

Arcadia University Summer Reading / 
Freshman Reads

Sigh, Gone, by Phuc Tran NEUTRAL Memoir -

Arizona State 
University

Common Read Thinking 101: How to 
Reason Better to Live 
Better, by Woo-Kyoung 
Ahn

NEUTRAL Self Help -

Arkansas State 
University

Common Reader Acceptance, by Emi 
Nietfeld

Liberal Memoir -

Augustana 
College (IL)

Augie Reads / Summer 
Reading

Just Mercy: A Story of 
Justice and Redemption, 
by Bryan Stevenson

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

Bard College Language and 
Thinking Program

Frankenstein: The 1818 
Text, by Mary Shelley

NEUTRAL Classics -

Bard College at 
Simon's Rock

Book One Good Talk: A Memoir in 
Conversations, by Mira 
Jacob

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice LGBT / Gender 
Ideology

Barstow 
Community 
College

Barstow Reads There There, by Tommy 
Orange

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Diversity

Baylor University 
- School of Law

Common Read Just Mercy: A Story of 
Justice and Redemption, 
by Bryan Stevenson

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

Baylor University, 
Honors Program

Freshman Reading 
Project

Real Characters: A Tip 
of the Hat to 
Nonconformity, by 
David Lyle Jeffrey

NEUTRAL Memoir -
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University Program Name Title Ideology Primary Theme Secondary Theme

Bergen Community 
College

Common Read A Map Is Only One Story: 
Twenty Writers on 
Immigration, Family, 
and the Meaning of 
Home, edited by Nicole 
Chung and Mensah 
Demary

Liberal Immigration Diversity

Berry College Summer Reading 
Program / First-Year 
Summer Book 
Program

The Moth Presents All 
These Wonders, edited 
by Catherine Burns

NEUTRAL Self Help -

Bethel College First Year Seminar / 
Common Ground

The Beauty in Breaking: 
A Memoir, by Michele 
Harper

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice -

Bluegrass 
Community and 
Technical College

Common Read The House in the 
Cerulean Sea, by TJ 
Klune

Liberal LGBT / Gender 
Ideology

-

Bluffton 
University

Summer Reading The Other Wes Moore: 
One Name, Two Fates, by 
Wes Moore 

Liberal Memoir CRT / Racial 
Justice

Boston College Conversations in the 
First Year

Rough Sleepers: Dr. Jim 
O'Connell's Urgent 
Mission to Bring Healing 
to Homeless People, by 
Tracy Kidder

Liberal Social Justice -

Brandeis 
University

First-Year Book On Earth We Are Briefly 
Gorgeous, by Ocean 
Vuong

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice LGBT / Gender 
Ideology

Brenau University Common Reader The Beauty in Breaking: 
A Memoir, by Michele 
Harper

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice -

Brescia University Common Read The Book Woman of 
Troublesome Creek, by 
Kim Michele Richardson

Unclear Historical Fiction -

Briar Cliff 
University

First Year Experience On Common Ground: 
Learning and Living in 
the Loess Hills, edited 
by Ryan Allen and Brian 
T. Hazlett

Unclear Nature -

Bridgewater State 
University

One Book One 
Community

Strange Arithmetic, by 
Kerrin Willis

Unclear Historical Fiction -

Bristol Community 
College

BCC OneBook Project The Chaos Machine: The 
Inside Story of How 
Social Media Rewired 
Our Minds and Our 
World, by Max Fisher

NEUTRAL Nonfiction Technology

Brown University First Readings “Slavery and Justice 
Report,” Brown 
University

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice -

Bucknell 
University

First-Year Common 
Reading

Sitting Pretty: The View 
from My Ordinary 
Resilient  Disabled 
Body, by Rebekah 
Taussig

Liberal Feminism Social Justice
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University Program Name Title Ideology Primary Theme Secondary Theme

Bunker Hill 
Community 
College

One Book Program Some Kind of Girl: An 
African Girl Looking for 
America, by Caroline 
Kautsire

Unclear Cultural Heritage -

Butte College Book in Common [w/ 
CSU Chico]

How the Word Is Passed: 
A Reckoning with the 
History of Slavery 
Across America, by 
Clint Smith

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

Cal State 
Polytechnic 
University Pomona

Common Read The Sum of Us: What 
Racism Costs Everyone 
and How We Can Prosper 
Together, by Heather 
McGhee 

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

Calhoun 
Community 
College

Common Read The Best We Could Do: 
An Illustrated Memoir, 
by Thi Bui

Unclear Memoir -

California State 
University - 
Bakersfield

One Book Project / 
One Book, One 
Bakersfield, One Kern 
/ Runner Read

Sitting Pretty: The View 
from My Ordinary 
Resilient  Disabled 
Body, by Rebekah 
Taussig

Liberal Feminism Social Justice

California State 
University - 
Channel Islands

Campus Reading 
Celebration [with 
Ventura County 
Library's One County, 
One Book program]

Solito: A Memoir, by 
Javier Zamora

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

California State 
University - Chico

Book in Common [w/ 
Butte College]

How the Word Is Passed: 
A Reckoning with the 
History of Slavery 
Across America, by 
Clint Smith

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

California State 
University - 
Monterey Bay

Common Reading 
Experience

Gordo, by Jaime Cortez Liberal CRT / Racial Justice -

California State 
University - 
Sacramento

One Book Program Farewell to Manzanar, 
by Jeanne Wakatsuki 
Houston and James D. 
Houston

NEUTRAL Memoir Nonfiction

California State 
University - San 
Marcos

Common Read  / One 
Book, One University / 
Campus Read

All Boys Aren't Blue: A 
Memoir Manifesto, by 
George M. Johnson

Liberal LGBT / Gender 
Ideology

CRT / Racial 
Justice

Calvin University CORE 100 - Community 
and Commitments 
/One Book, One 
Department

Surprised by Hope: 
Rethinking Heaven, the 
Resurrection, and the 
Mission of the Church, 
by N. T. Wright

NEUTRAL Christian Theology

Case Western 
Reserve 
University

Common Reading 
Program

Race After Technology: 
Abolitionist Tools for 
the New Jim Code, by 
Ruha Benjamin

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice
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University Program Name Title Ideology Primary Theme Secondary Theme

Catawba College Common Summer 
Reading / Common 
Community Reading / 
Summer Reading 
Assignment

This is Water by David 
Foster Wallace

NEUTRAL Self Help -

Chaffey College One Book, One College Forager: Field Notes for 
Surviving a Family Cult: 
A Memoir, by Michelle 
Dowd

NEUTRAL Memoir -

Christian 
Brothers 
University

Memphis Reads / 
Fresh Reads

His Name Is George 
Floyd: One Man's Life 
and the Struggle for 
Racial Justice, by 
Robert Samuels and 
Toluse Olorunnipa

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

Cleveland 
Institute of Art

Summer Reading Ready Player One, by 
Ernest Cline

NEUTRAL Science Fiction -

Colgate 
University

Summer Reading / 
Colgate Community 
Reads

How to Stand Up to a 
Dictator: The Fight for 
Our Future, by Maria 
Ressa

NEUTRAL Memoir -

College of Idaho First Year Book All We Can Save, Edited 
by Ayana Elizabeth 
Johnson & Katharine K. 
Wilkinson

Liberal Climate Change Feminism

College of New 
Jersey

Summer Reading The Book of Unknown 
Americans, by Cristina 
Henríquez

Unclear Contemporary 
Fiction

-

College of 
Southern 
Maryland

One Maryland One 
Book

There There, by Tommy 
Orange

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Diversity

College of 
Southern Nevada

One Book, One College The Entangled Life: How 
Fungi Make Our Worlds, 
Change Our Minds & 
Shape Our Futures, by 
Merlin Sheldrake

NEUTRAL Nature -

College of St. 
Scholastica

Dignitas Summer 
Reading

What the Eyes Don't See: 
A Story of Crisis, 
Resistance, and Hope in 
an American City, by 
Mona Hanna-Attisha

NEUTRAL Memoir Nonfiction

College of the 
Holy Cross

Summer Reading / 
First-Year Common 
Reading

Never Let Me Go, by 
Kazuo Ishiguro

NEUTRAL Science Fiction -

College of 
Wooster

Summer Reading The Optimist's 
Telescope: Thinking 
Ahead in a Reckless Age, 
by Bina Venkataraman

NEUTRAL Self Help Business

Colorado College Common Book Read / 
Common Reading

The Sum of Us: What 
Racism Costs Everyone 
and How We Can Prosper 
Together, by Heather 
McGhee 

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice
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University Program Name Title Ideology Primary Theme Secondary Theme

Colorado 
Mountain College

CMC Common Reader ; 
CHECK DATES OF BOOK 
SELECTIONS

Aristotle and Dante 
Discover the Secrets of 
the Universe, by 
Benjamin Alire Sáenz

Liberal LGBT / Gender 
Ideology

-

Columbia College 
(MO)

One Read / Community 
Reading Program 
Sponsored by the 
Daniel Boone Regional 
Library

When Two Feathers Fell 
From the Sky, by 
Margaret Verble

NEUTRAL Historical Fiction -

Community 
College of 
Baltimore County

Community Book 
Connection

On Earth We Are Briefly 
Gorgeous, by Ocean 
Vuong

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice LGBT / Gender 
Ideology

Community 
College of 
Philadelphia

One Book, One College The Office of Historical 
Corrections, by 
Danielle Evans

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Historical Fiction

Connecticut 
College

Summer Reading / One 
Book, One Region

What the Eyes Don't See: 
A Story of Crisis, 
Resistance, and Hope in 
an American City, by 
Mona Hanna-Attisha

NEUTRAL Memoir Nonfiction

Connecticut State 
Community 
College  
[formerly 
Norwalk 
Community 
College]

NCC Common Read Callings: The Purpose 
and Passion of Work, by 
Dave Isay

NEUTRAL Self Help -

Cornell 
University - 
Charles H. Dyson 
School of Applied 
Economics and 
Management

Common Reading 
Program

Unraveled: The Life and 
Death of a Garment, by 
Maxine Bédat

NEUTRAL Human Rights -

Cottey College First-Year Seminar 
Common Reader

What the Eyes Don't See: 
A Story of Crisis, 
Resistance, and Hope in 
an American City, by 
Mona Hanna-Attisha

NEUTRAL Memoir Nonfiction

Crafton Hills 
College

One Book, One College They Called Us Enemy, 
by George Takei

Unclear Memoir Nonfiction

CUNY Baruch 
College

First Year Text / 
Freshman Text

Brown Girls, by Daphne 
Palasi Andreades

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Contemporary 
Fiction

Cuyahoga 
Community 
College

Common Reading / Tri-
C Reads

Half American: The Epic 
Story of African 
Americans Fighting 
World War II at Home 
and Abroad, by 
Matthew F. Delmont

NEUTRAL Nonfiction History

Dallas College Common Book Tell Me Who You Are: 
Sharing Our Stories of 
Race, Culture, and 
Identity, by Winona Guo 
and Priya Vulchi

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice
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University Program Name Title Ideology Primary Theme Secondary Theme

Davidson College Reynolds Lecture / 
Common Reading Book

The Movement Made Us: 
A Father, a Son, and the 
Legacy of a Freedom 
Ride, by David Dennis Jr.

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

Defiance College First Year Common 
Read

Searching for Every 
Step: Finding Purpose in 
Living with Spinal 
Muscular Atrophy, by 
Kurt E. Beach

NEUTRAL Memoir Self Help

Delaware County 
Community 
College

College-Wide Reading 
Program / One-Book 
One-College Program

Bravey: Chasing Dreams, 
Befriending Pain, and 
Other Big Ideas, by Alexi 
Pappas

Unclear Memoir -

Des Moines Area 
Community 
College

One Book One College Take My Hand, by Dolen 
Perkins-Valdez and 
Neurotribes: The Legacy 
of Autism and the 
Future of 
Neurodiversity, by 
Steve Silberman

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice

Neurotribes: The Legacy 
of Autism and the 
Future of 
Neurodiversity, by 
Steve Silberman

NEUTRAL Nonfiction Psychology

Duke University Common Experience 
Summer Reading 
Program

The Measure, by Nikki 
Erlick

NEUTRAL Science Fiction -

East Central 
College

All-Campus Read Disability Visibility: 
First-Person Stories 
from the Twenty-First 
Century, edited by Alice 
Wong

Liberal Social Justice -

East Los Angeles 
College

One Book, One College 
(OBOC)

Braiding Sweetgrass: 
Indigenous Wisdom, 
Scientific Knowledge 
and the Teachings of 
Plants, by Robin Wall 
Kimmerer

Unclear Cultural Heritage -

Eastern 
Connecticut State 
University 

Big Read Circe, by Madeline 
Miller

NEUTRAL Historical Fiction -

Eckerd College Summer Reading Rising: Dispatches from 
the New American 
Shore, by Elizabeth 
Rush and  Our 
Declaration: A Reading 
of the Declaration of 
Independence in Defense 
of Equality, by Danielle 
Allen

Liberal Climate Change -
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University Program Name Title Ideology Primary Theme Secondary Theme

Edison State 
Community 
College

Common Read / [Eng. 
122]

Weapons of Math 
Destruction: How Big 
Data Increases 
Inequality and 
Threatens Democracy, 
by Cathy O’Neil

Liberal Social Justice -

Elmhurst 
University

One Book, One 
Elmhurst / Common 
Reading

Three Girls from 
Bronzeville: A Uniquely 
American Memoir of 
Race, Fate, and 
Sisterhood, by Dawn 
Turner

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Memoir

Elms College Common Read / 
Common Reading 
Program

They Called Us Enemy, 
by George Takei

Unclear Memoir Nonfiction

Elon University Common Reading I Never Thought of It 
That Way: How to Have 
Fearlessly Curious 
Conversations in 
Dangerously Divided 
Times, by Mónica 
Guzmán

Liberal Politics Self Help

Evergreen State 
College

Orientation Common 
Reading

Teaching Critical 
Thinking: Practical 
Wisdom

Liberal Feminism Social Justice

Fashion Institute 
of Technology

Common Read 
Program

Braiding Sweetgrass: 
Indigenous Wisdom, 
Scientific Knowledge 
and the Teachings of 
Plants, by Robin Wall 
Kimmerer

Unclear Cultural Heritage -

Fitchburg State 
University

Fitchburg Community 
Read 

White Mountains State: 
A Four-Year Journey 
Hiking and Summiting 
New Hampshire’s 48 
Highest Peaks, by Keith 
Gentili

NEUTRAL Memoir -

Florida College Common Reading The Abolition of Man, by 
C. S. Lewis

NEUTRAL Philosophy Theology

Florida 
International 
University

FIU Common Reading Made in China: A Memoir 
of Love and Labor, by 
Anna Qu

NEUTRAL Memoir -

Fordham 
University

First-Year Summer 
Read

Solito: A Memoir, by 
Javier Zamora

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

Fort Lewis College Common Reading 
Experience

Braiding Sweetgrass: 
Indigenous Wisdom, 
Scientific Knowledge 
and the Teachings of 
Plants, by Robin Wall 
Kimmerer

Unclear Cultural Heritage -

Frederick 
Community 
College

Frederick Reads Crying in H Mart, by 
Michelle Zauner

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice
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University Program Name Title Ideology Primary Theme Secondary Theme

Georgetown 
University

Marino Family 
International 
Writers' Academic 
Workshop

Scattered All Over the 
Earth, by Yoko Tawada

Liberal Climate Change Science Fiction

Goldey-Beacom 
College

First-Year Reading 
Program

Seek You: A Journey 
Through American 
Loneliness, by Kristen 
Radtke

NEUTRAL Self Help -

Goucher College Summer Reading My Time Among the 
Whites: Notes from an 
Unfinished Education, 
by Jennine Capó Crucet

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Memoir

Green River 
College

One Book No Country for Eight-
Spot Butterflies: A 
Lyric Essay, by Julian 
Aguon

Liberal Climate Change Social Justice

Greenville 
Technical College

Common Reading The Midnight Library, by 
Matt Haig

NEUTRAL Science Fiction -

Hampshire College Common  Read / 
Common Reading

Braiding Sweetgrass: 
Indigenous Wisdom, 
Scientific Knowledge 
and the Teachings of 
Plants, by Robin Wall 
Kimmerer

Unclear Cultural Heritage -

Harvard College Common Reading / 
Community 
Conversations

"Tell Me Who You Are: 
Sharing Our Stories of 
Race, Culture, & 
Identity," by Winona Guo 
and Priya Vulchi 

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

Hawkeye 
Community 
College

Hawkeye Reads The People We Keep, by 
Allison Larkin

Unclear Historical Fiction -

Highland 
Community 
College

One Book, One 
Highland

What the Fact?: Finding 
the Truth in All the 
Noise, by Dr. Seema 
Yasmin

Liberal Journalism -

Hilbert College Hilbert College Reads Rising Out of Hatred: 
The Awakening of a 
Former White 
Nationalist, by Eli 
Saslow

Unclear Memoir -

Hiram College American Salvage, by 
Bonnie Jo Campbell

Unclear Fiction -

Hope College "Big Read" Holland 
Area Community

Homegoing, by Yaa Gyasi NEUTRAL Historical Fiction -

Illinois Central 
College

One Book One College 
/ Peoria Reads

Kindred, by Octavia E. 
Butler

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Science Fiction

Illinois College Summer Common 
Reading / IC 
Connections summer 
reading text

Disability Visibility: 
First-Person Stories 
from the Twenty-First 
Century, edited by Alice 
Wong

Liberal Social Justice -

Illinois Valley 
Community 
College

One Book, One College Parable of the Sower, 
Octavia E. Butler

NEUTRAL Science Fiction -
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Indiana University 
Northwest

One Book…One 
Campus…One 
Community 

The Devil’s Highway: A 
True Story, by Luis 
Alberto Urrea

Liberal Social Justice -

Jacksonville 
State University

JSU Reads /Common 
Reading Program / 
Summer Reading

Callings: The Purpose 
and Passion of Work, by 
Dave Isay

NEUTRAL Self Help -

James Madison 
University - 
Honors College

Common Read / 
PREFACE 

The Book of Delights: 
Essays, by Ross Gay

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice -

Johnson County 
Community 
College

Common Read How to Be an Antiracist, 
by Ibram X. Kendi

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice -

Kalamazoo 
College

Summer Common 
Reading

What the Eyes Don't See: 
A Story of Crisis, 
Resistance, and Hope in 
an American City, by 
Mona Hanna-Attisha

NEUTRAL Memoir Nonfiction

Kansas State 
University

K-State Book 
Network's Common 
Reading 

They Called Us Enemy, 
by George Takei

Unclear Memoir Nonfiction

Kean University Common Read The Future Is Disabled: 
Prophecies, Love Notes 
and Mourning Songs, by 
Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-
Samarasinha 

Liberal LGBT / Gender 
Ideology

Social Justice

Kent State 
University

NEA Big Read 
Northeast Ohio

The Best We Could Do: 
An Illustrated Memoir, 
by Thi Bui

Unclear Memoir -

Knox College Summer Read Just Mercy: A Story of 
Justice and Redemption 
by Bryan Stevenson

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

Lansing 
Community 
College

Beyond the Book / One 
Book One LCC

Interior Chinatown, by 
Charles Yu

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice -

Lebanon Valley 
College

First-Year Common 
Reading Program

Disability Visibility: 
First-Person Stories 
from the Twenty-First 
Century, edited by Alice 
Wong or

Liberal Social Justice -

Lone Star College 
- University Park

ReadUP! The Last Karankawas, 
by Kimberly Garza

Unclear Historical Fiction -

Loras College Common Reading / 
Summer Reading Book 

Educated: A Memoir, by 
Tara Westover

Unclear Memoir -

Los Angeles 
Valley College

One Book, One College The Distance Between 
Us: A Memoir, by Reyna 
Grande

NEUTRAL Contemporary 
Fiction

-

Louisiana State 
University

Honors College 
Summer Shared Read

The Octopus in the 
Parking Garage: A Call 
for Climate Resilience, 
by Rob Verchick

Liberal Climate Change -

Loyola University 
Chicago - Stritch 
School of Medicine

Common Read What Doctors Feel: How 
Emotions Affect the 
Practice of Medicine, by 
Danielle Ofri, MD.

NEUTRAL Medicine -
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Loyola University 
Maryland

Common Text 
Program

What the Eyes Don't See: 
A Story of Crisis, 
Resistance, and Hope in 
an American City, by 
Mona Hanna-Attisha

NEUTRAL Memoir Nonfiction

Luther College Summer Reading Solito: A Memoir, by 
Javier Zamora

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

Madisonville 
Community 
College

MCC Reader Being Heumann: An 
Unrepentant Memoir of 
a Disability Rights 
Activist, by Judith 
Heumann

Liberal Social Justice -

Manchester 
Community 
College

Common Read Notes from a Young 
Black Chef, by Kwame 
Onwuachi

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice -

Manhattanville 
College

First-Year Common 
Read

A Cup of Water Under 
My Bed: A Memoir, by 
Daisy Hernández

Liberal LGBT / Gender 
Ideology

-

Mansfield 
University

Summer Reading Himawari House, by 
Harmony Becker

NEUTRAL Fiction -

Marist College Common Reading Braiding Sweetgrass: 
Indigenous Wisdom, 
Scientific Knowledge 
and the Teachings of 
Plants, by Robin Wall 
Kimmerer

Unclear Cultural Heritage -

Massachusetts 
Institute of 
Technology

MIT Reads Disability Visibility: 
First-Person Stories 
from the Twenty-First 
Century, edited by Alice 
Wong

Liberal Social Justice -

Medical College of 
Wisconsin

Common Read That Good Night, by 
Sunita Puri

NEUTRAL Self Help -

Menlo College Common Book Poverty, by America by 
Matthew Desmond

Liberal Social Justice -

Meredith College Summer Reading 
Program

Stolen Focus: Why You 
Can’t Pay Attention and 
How to Think Deeply 
Again, by Johann Hari

NEUTRAL Self Help -

Metropolitan 
State University 
Denver

1 Book/1 Project/2 
Transform

All Boys Aren’t Blue: A 
Memoir-Manifesto, by 
George M. Johnson 

Liberal LGBT / Gender 
Ideology

CRT / Racial 
Justice

Middle Tennessee 
State University

Summer Reading 
Program

Life Is in the 
Transitions: Mastering 
Change at Any Age, by 
Bruce Feiler

NEUTRAL Self Help -

Midway University Common Read The Moth Presents 
Occasional Magic: True 
Stories About Defying 
the Impossible, edited 
by Catherine Burns

NEUTRAL Self Help -
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Minnesota State 
University - 
Moorhead

One Book, One 
Community / Common 
Text Reading  

Hudson Bay Bound: Two 
Women, One Dog, Two 
Thousand Miles to the 
Arctic, by Natalie 
Warren

Liberal Feminism -

Mississippi 
University for 
Women

Common Reading 
Initiative

How the Word Is Passed: 
A Reckoning with the 
History of Slavery 
Across America, by 
Clint Smith

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

Molloy College Common Reading 
Program / FST 1000

The Many Daughters of 
Afong Moy, by Jamie 
Ford

Unclear Historical Fiction -

Montcalm 
Community 
College

MCC Reads and One 
Book One County

The Anthropocene 
Reviewed, by John Green

Unclear Memoir -

Moore College of 
Art & Design

Common Read Feelings: A Story in 
Seasons, by Manjit 
Thapp

NEUTRAL Memoir -

Moorpark College One Campus, One Book Illegally Yours, by 
Rafael Agustin

Liberal Memoir Social Justice

Moraine Valley 
Community 
College

One Book, One College Frankenstein, by Mary 
Shelley

NEUTRAL Classics -

Mount Holyoke 
College

Common Read / MHC 
Common Reading

Disability Visibility: 
First-Person Stories 
from the Twenty-First 
Century, edited by Alice 
Wong

Liberal Social Justice -

Mount St. Mary's 
University (CA)

Campus Read American Like Me: 
Reflections on Life 
Between Cultures, 
edited by America 
Ferrera

Liberal Memoir CRT / Racial 
Justice

Naugatuck Valley 
Community 
College

One Book, One College The Other Wes Moore: 
One Name, Two Fates, by 
Wes Moore 

Liberal Memoir CRT / Racial 
Justice

Nevada State 
University  
[formerly Nevada 
State College]

Common Read 
Program

The Moth Presents All 
These Wonders: True 
Stories about Facing 
the Unknown, edited by 
Catherine Burns

NEUTRAL Self Help -

New York 
University

NYU Reads / Common 
Read

How the Word Is Passed: 
A Reckoning with the 
History of Slavery 
Across America, by 
Clint Smith

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

Norfolk State 
University

Freshman Common 
Reader

The Beautiful Struggle, 
by Ta-Nehisi Coates

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Memoir

North Carolina 
A&T State 
University

Text-in-Community Viral Justice: How We 
Grow the World We 
Want, by Ruha Benjamin

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice
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North Dakota 
State University

One Book, One 
Community

Hudson Bay Bound: Two 
Women, One Dog, Two 
Thousand Miles to the 
Arctic , by Natalie 
Warren

Liberal Feminism -

North Idaho 
College

NIC Common Reading 
Program: Cardinal 
Reads

The War for Kindness: 
Building Empathy in a 
Fractured World, by 
Jamil Zaki

Liberal Self Help -

North Iowa Area 
Community 
College

Common Read This I Believe: The 
Personal Philosophies 
of Remarkable Men and 
Women, edited by Dan 
Gediman and Jay Allison

NEUTRAL Memoir Self Help

Northeastern 
State University

Common Read How To Take Over the 
World: Practical 
Schemes and Scientific 
Solutions for the 
Aspiring Supervillain, 
by Ryan North

NEUTRAL Humor Science

Northern 
Kentucky 
University

Common Experience 
Readings / Common 
Read / Book 
Connection

Educated: A Memoir, by 
Tara Westover

NEUTRAL Memoir -

Northern 
Michigan 
University

Two Books Two 
Communities  / 
ONMU/Marquette 
County One Book One 
Community 

Chevy in the Hole, by 
Kelsey Ronan and A 
Psalm for the Wild-
Built, by Becky 
Chambers

Unclear Memoir -

Northern 
Michigan 
University

Diversity Common 
Reader

Being Seen by Elsa 
Sjunneson

Liberal LGBT / Gender 
Ideology

Memoir

Northern State 
University

Common Read The Immortal Life of 
Henrietta Lacks, by 
Rebecca Skloot

NEUTRAL Science History

Northern Virginia 
Community 
College

DEI Common Read Just Mercy: A Story of 
Justice and Redemption, 
by Bryan Stevenson

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

Northwestern 
University

One Book, One 
Northwestern

Crying in H Mart, by 
Michelle Zauner

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

Northwood 
University

Omniquest Program Nation of Victims: 
Identity Politics, the 
Death of Merit, and the 
Path Back to 
Excellence, by Vivek 
Ramaswamy 

Conservative Social Science Government

Notre Dame of 
Maryland 
University

Common Reading Year of the Tiger: An 
Activist's Life, by Alice 
Wong

Liberal Feminism Social Justice

Occidental 
College

First-Year Summer 
Reading

Braiding Sweetgrass: 
Indigenous Wisdom, 
Scientific Knowledge, 
and the Teaching of 
Plants, by Robin Wall 
Kimmerer

Unclear Cultural Heritage -
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Olin College of 
Engineering

Summer Book 
Program

Klara and the Sun, by 
Kazuo Ishiguro

NEUTRAL Science Fiction -

Oregon State 
University 

First Year Reading 
Experience

The Sum of Us: What 
Racism Costs Everyone 
and How We Can Prosper 
Together, by Heather 
McGhee 

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

Otterbein 
University

Common Book Call Me American, by 
Abdi Nor Iftin

NEUTRAL Memoir -

Owens Community 
College

The BIG Read / 
Common Reading 
Program

Carry: A Memoir of 
Survival on Stolen 
Land, by Toni Jensen

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Feminism

Owensboro 
Community & Tech. 
College

Common Reading Bright Dead Things: 
Poems, by Ada Limón

Liberal LGBT / Gender 
Ideology

Feminism

Pennsylvania 
State University - 
Altoona

Common Read Transcendent Kingdom, 
by Yaa Gyasi

Unclear Contemporary 
Fiction

-

Pennsylvania 
State University - 
Berks

Common Reading 
Program

The Extended Mind: The 
Power of Thinking 
Outside the Brain, by 
Annie Murphy Paul

NEUTRAL Science Self Help

Piedmont Virginia 
Community 
College

One Book Project The Song of the Cell: An 
Exploration of Medicine 
and the New Human, by 
Siddhartha Mukherjee

Polk State 
College

Freshmen Read / 
Common Read 
Program

American Like Me: 
Reflections on Life 
Between Cultures, 
edited by America 
Ferrera

Liberal Memoir CRT / Racial 
Justice

Pomona College Orientation Book / 
First-Year Book / 
Freshman Book

Our Missing Hearts, by 
Celeste Ng

NEUTRAL Science Fiction -

Princeton 
University

Princeton Pre-Read How to Stand Up to a 
Dictator: The Fight for 
Our Future, by Maria 
Ressa

NEUTRAL Memoir -

Purdue University English Dept. Big Read 
/ Common Reading 
Program

Monkey King: Journey to 
the West, by Wu 
Cheng'en

NEUTRAL Classics -

Purdue University 
Northwest - 
Calumet Campus

One Book, One 
University

What Happened to You?: 
Conversations on 
Trauma, Resilience, and 
Healing, by Dr. Bruce 
Perry and Oprah 
Winfrey

NEUTRAL Self Help -

Ramapo College of 
New Jersey

FYS Summer Reading Tastes Like War: A 
Memoir, by Grace M. Cho

NEUTRAL Memoir -

Reed College Welcome to Reed Invisible Man, by Ralph 
Ellison

NEUTRAL Historical Fiction -

Reedley College One Book, One College Solito, by Javier Zamora Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice
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Regis College Common Reading 
Program

How to Be Perfect: The 
Correct Answer to 
Every Moral Question, 
by Michael Schur

NEUTRAL Self Help Psychology

Regis University One Book, One Regis Solito, by Javier Zamora Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

Rhode Island 
College

Open Books-Open 
Minds

Seek You: A Journey 
Through American 
Loneliness, by Kristen 
Radtke

NEUTRAL Self Help -

Rhodes College Rhodes Reads His Name Is George 
Floyd: One Man's Life 
and the Struggle for 
Racial Justice, by 
Robert Samuels and 
Toluse Olorunnipa

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

Rider University Shared Read Program Tales of Two Americas: 
Stories of Inequality in 
a Divided Nation, edited 
by John Freeman

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

Rivier University One Book, One Campus 
/ Summer Reading

This is Water, by David 
Foster Wallace

NEUTRAL Self Help -

Rock Valley 
College

Common Reading 
Initiative

Educated: A Memoir, by 
Tara Westover

NEUTRAL Memoir -

Roosevelt 
University - 
Institute for 
Continued 
Learning

ICL Read The Accidental 
President: Harry S. 
Truman and the Four 
Months That Changed 
the World, by A. J. Baime

NEUTRAL History -

Rowan College of 
South Jersey 
(formerly 
Cumberland 
County College)

One Book, One College Remarkably Bright 
Creatures, by Shelby 
Van Pelt

NEUTRAL Fiction -

Roxbury 
Community 
College

One Book, One Campus If Beale Street Could 
Talk, by James Baldwin

NEUTRAL Historical Fiction -

Russell Sage 
College

Summer Reading / 
Freshman Reads

They Called Us Enemy, 
by George Takei

Unclear Memoir Nonfiction

Rutgers 
University, Honors 
College, New 
Brunswick

Summer One Read / 
Summer Reading

Solito: A Memoir, by 
Javier Zamora

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

Rutgers 
University, SAS 
Honors Program

Summer Reading American Fever, by Dur 
e Aziz Amna

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

Saddleback 
College

One Book, One College Visual Thinking: The 
Hidden Gifts of People 
Who Think in Pictures, 
Patterns, and 
Abstractions, by 
Temple Grandin

NEUTRAL Science Self Help
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Saint Michael's 
College

Common Text Tell Me Who You Are: A 
Road Map for 
Cultivating Racial 
Literacy, by Winona Guo 
and Priya Vulchi

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

Salem State 
University

First Year Reading 
Experience (FYRE)

Ties that Bind: Stories 
of Love and Gratitude 
from the First Ten Year 
of StoryCorps, edited 
by Dave Isay

Unclear Memoir -

Salisbury 
University

One Maryland One 
Book / New Student 
Reader

There There, by Tommy 
Orange

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Diversity

Sam Houston State 
University

Common Reader 
Program 

The Anthropocene 
Reviewed, by John Green

Unclear Memoir -

San Antonio 
College

Common Read / One 
Book-One Read-One 
SAC 

The Moth Presents All 
These Wonders: True 
Stories About Facing 
the Unknown, edited by 
Catherine Burns

NEUTRAL Self Help -

San Diego State 
University

One Book, One San 
Diego 

The Sum of Us: What 
Racism Costs Everyone 
and How We Can Prosper 
Together, by Heather 
McGhee

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

San Jose State 
University

SJSU Reading Program Darius the Great Is Not 
Okay, by Adib Khorram

Liberal LGBT / Gender 
Ideology

-

San Juan College One Book/One 
Community

Calling for a Blanket 
Dance, by Oscar Hokeah

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice -

Santa Clara 
University

Community Read / 
Common Reading

Solito: A Memoir, by 
Javier Zamora

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

Seton Hall 
University

Summer Reading American Like Me: 
Reflections on Life 
Between Cultures, 
edited by America 
Ferrera

Liberal Memoir CRT / Racial 
Justice

Shepherd 
University

Common Reading No Visible Bruises: What 
We Don’t Know About 
Domestic Violence Can 
Kill Us, by Rachel Louise 
Snyder

NEUTRAL Social Science -

Siena College Summer Reading For 
First Year Seminar

When Breath Becomes 
Air, by Paul Kalanithi

NEUTRAL Memoir -

Simmons 
University

First Year Read How to Break Up with 
Your Phone: The 30-Day 
Plan to Take Back Your 
Life, by Catherine Price

NEUTRAL Self Help -

Skidmore College Summer Reading 
Program

Klara and the Sun, by 
Kazuo Ishiguro

NEUTRAL Science Fiction -

Slippery Rock 
University

Common Read / 
Freshman Summer 
Reading Book

Concussion, by Jeanne 
Marie Laskas 

NEUTRAL Medicine Science

Smith College Smith Reads / Summer 
Reading Program

The Book of Delights, by 
Ross Gay

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice -
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South Dakota 
State University

Common Read An Immense World: How 
Animal Senses Reveal 
the Hidden Realms 
Around Us, by Ed Yong

NEUTRAL Nature Science

Southeastern 
Louisiana 
University

Common Read The Big Smoke, by Adrian 
Matejka 

Unclear History -

Southern 
Methodist 
University - 
Honors Program

Summer Common 
Reading

In Defense of a Liberal 
Education, by Fareed 
Zakaria

NEUTRAL Philosophy Education

St. Edward's 
University

Common Read  / 
Freshman Common 
Text / Freshman 
Studies Common Text

Disability Visibility: 
First-Person Stories 
from the Twenty-First 
Century, edited by Alice 
Wong

Liberal Social Justice -

St. Petersburg 
College

SPC Reads / One Book, 
One College

Kaibyo: The 
Supernatural Cats of 
Japan, by Zack Davisson

NEUTRAL Cultural Heritage -

Stevens Institute 
of Technology

First Year Reading 
Program

How to Be Perfect: The 
Correct Answer to 
Every Moral Question, 
by Michael Schur

NEUTRAL Self Help Psychology

Stockton 
University

Freshman Common 
Reading

Team Human, by Douglas 
Rushkoff 

NEUTRAL Social Science Technology

SUNY Binghamton Common Read All We Can Save: Truth, 
Courage, and Solutions 
for the Climate Crisis, 
edited by Ayana 
Elizabeth Johnson and 
Katharine K. Wilkinson

Liberal Climate Change Feminism

SUNY Cortland Common Reading Braiding Sweetgrass: 
Indigenous Wisdom, 
Scientific Knowledge, 
and the Teachings of 
Plants, by Robin Wall 
Kimmerer

Unclear Cultural Heritage -

SUNY Geneseo Common Summer Book 
Read

Sun, Moon, Earth: the 
History of Solar 
Eclipses from Omens of 
Doom to Einstein and 
Exoplanets, by Tyler 
Nordgren

NEUTRAL Cultural Heritage -

SUNY Old 
Westbury

First-Year Common 
Reading Program

Just Mercy: A Story of 
Justice and Redemption, 
by Bryan Stevenson

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

SUNY Oneonta Common Read / New 
Student Read

How the Word Is Passed: 
A Reckoning with the 
History of Slavery 
Across America, by 
Clint Smith

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

SUNY Onondaga 
Community 
College

Common Read M Is for Monster, by 
Talia Dutton

Liberal LGBT / Gender 
Ideology

Science Fiction
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SUNY Oswego Oswego Reading 
Initiative

Corruptible: Who Gets 
Power and How It 
Changes Us, by Brian 
Klaas

NEUTRAL Social Science Government

Susquehanna 
University

Common Reading 
Program

 “We See You, White 
American Theater,” by 
Brittani Samuel

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice -

Sussex County 
Community 
College

College Novel Eleanor Oliphant Is 
Completely Fine, by Gail 
Honeyman

NEUTRAL Contemporary 
Fiction

-

Sweet Briar 
College

Common Reading Easy Beauty, by Chloé 
Cooper Jones

Liberal Feminism -

Texas A&M 
International 
University

Common Read / 
"Reading the Globe" / 
Campus Read 
/Freshman Read 

Where the Dead Pause 
and the Japanese Say 
Goodbye: A Journey, by 
Marie Mutsuki Mockett

NEUTRAL Cultural Heritage -

The Citadel Summer Reading 
Program

A Few Good Men, by 
Aaron Sorkin

NEUTRAL Fiction -

The University of 
Scranton

Royal Reads Living Against the Grain: 
How To Make Decisions 
that Lead to an 
Authentic Life,  by Tim 
Muldoon

NEUTRAL Social Science Self Help

Thomas College Common Read "The Hill We Climb," by 
Amanda Gorman

Liberal Poetry Social Justice

Towson University 
- Honors College

Honors College Read Algorithms to Live By: 
The Computer Science of 
Human Decisions, by 
Brian Christian and Tom 
Griffiths

NEUTRAL Social Science Technology

Tufts University - 
Medical School

Common Read Rough Sleepers: Dr. Jim 
O'Connell's Urgent 
Mission to Bring Healing 
to Homeless People, by 
Tracy Kidder

Liberal Social Justice -

Tulane University Tulane Reading 
Project

On Earth We Are Briefly 
Gorgeous, by Ocean 
Vuong

Liberal

Tulsa Community 
College

TCC Common Book / 
Common Read

Braiding Sweetgrass: 
Indigenous Wisdom, 
Scientific Knowledge 
and the Teachings of 
Plants, by Robin Wall 
Kimmerer

Unclear Cultural Heritage -

Union Theological 
Seminary

EDS at Union 
Community Read

The Purpose of Power, 
by Alicia Garza

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

United States Air 
Force Academy

One Book, One USAFA / 
Common Read

All the Light We Cannot 
See, by Anthony Doerr

NEUTRAL Historical Fiction -

University of 
Alabama - 
Tuscaloosa, 
Honors College

Common Book 
Experience

When Two Feathers Fell 
from the Sky, by 
Margaret Verble

NEUTRAL Historical Fiction -
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University of 
Alaska, Southeast

One Campus, One Book Disability Visibility: 
First-Person Stories 
from the Twenty-First 
Century, edited by Alice 
Wong

Liberal Social Justice -

University of 
Arizona, Honors 
Program

Common Reading 
Program

Sitting Pretty: The View 
from My Ordinary, 
Resilient, Disabled 
Body, by Rebekah 
Taussig

Liberal Feminism Social Justice

University of 
Arkansas, 
Fayetteville

One Book One 
Community

Sitting Pretty: The View 
from My Ordinary, 
Resilient, Disabled 
Body, by Rebekah 
Taussig

Liberal Feminism Social Justice

University of 
Arkansas, Fort 
Smith

Read This! / Big Read The Nickel Boys, by 
Colson Whitehead

Unclear Historical Fiction -

University of 
California, Davis

Campus Community 
Book Project

Hate in the Homeland: 
The New Global Far 
Right, by Cynthia 
Miller-Idriss

Liberal Social Science CRT / Racial 
Justice

University of 
California, Los 
Angeles

Common Experience / 
Common Book 
Program

The Intersectional 
Environmentalist: How 
to Dismantle Systems 
of Oppression to 
Protect People + 
Planet, by Leah Thomas 
(plus articles, 
podcasts, and video)

Liberal Climate Change Social Justice

University of 
California, Santa 
Cruz - Cowell 
College

Summer Reading / 
Cowell College Core 
Course

The Refugees, by Viet 
Thanh Nguyen

Liberal LGBT / Gender 
Ideology

Historical Fiction

University of 
Chicago - Harris 
School of Public 
Policy

Common Read Streets of Gold: 
America's Untold Story 
of Immigrant Success, 
by Ran Abramitzky and 
Leah Boustan

NEUTRAL Social Science -

University of 
Colorado, Boulder

Buffs One Read The Book of Joy: Lasting 
Happiness in a Changing 
World, by Dalai Lama 
and Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu

NEUTRAL Philosophy Self Help

University of 
Delaware

First Year Common 
Reader

Maid: Hard Work, Low 
Pay, and A Mother’s 
Will to Survive, by 
Stephanie Land

NEUTRAL Memoir -

University of 
Evansville, 
Honors Program

Common Read 
Experience

Diary of a Misfit: A 
Memoir and a Mystery, 
by Casey Parks

Liberal LGBT / Gender 
Ideology

Memoir

University of 
Houston - Clear 
Lake

Common Reader 
Program

Disability Visibility: 
First-Person Stories 
from the Twenty-First 
Century, edited by Alice 
Wong

Liberal Social Justice -
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University of 
Idaho

Common Read The Nature Fix: Why 
Nature Makes Us 
Happier, Healthier and 
More Creative, by 
Florence Williams

NEUTRAL Nature Self Help

University of Iowa Common Reader - 
Interpretation of 
Literature

Sula, by Toni Morrison NEUTRAL Historical Fiction -

University of Iowa One Community, One 
Book

The Farm, by Joanne 
Ramos

Liberal Feminism Science Fiction

University of Iowa 
- College of 
Engineering

Engineering Read What the Eyes Don't See: 
A Story of Crisis, 
Resistance, and Hope in 
an American City, by 
Mona Hanna-Attisha

NEUTRAL Memoir Nonfiction

University of 
Kansas

KU Common Books Parable of the Sower, 
by Octavia E. Butler

NEUTRAL Science Fiction -

University of 
Kansas Medical 
Center

One Book The Other Dr. Gilmer by 
Benjaim Gilmer

NEUTRAL Memoir -

University of La 
Verne

One Book, One 
University

The Address Book: What 
Street Addresses 
Reveal About Identity, 
Race, Wealth, and 
Power, by Dierdre Mask

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

University of 
Maine, Honors 
College

Honors Read There Will Be No 
Miracles Here: A 
Memoir, by Casey 
Gerald

Liberal LGBT / Gender 
Ideology

Memoir

University of 
Maryland

First Year Book Smashing Statues: The 
Rise and Fall of 
America's Public 
Monuments, by Erin L. 
Thompson 

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

University of 
Miami

One Book, One U If I Survive You, by 
Jonathan Escoffery

NEUTRAL Historical Fiction -

University of 
Michigan - 
Dearborn

Community Read / 
Metro Read

Hadha Baladuna: Arab 
American Narratives of 
Boundary and 
Belonging, edited by 
Ghassan Zeineddine, 
Nabeel Abraham, and 
Sally Howell

Unclear Cultural Heritage -

University of 
Michigan - Flint

Common Read Between Two Kingdoms: 
A Memoir of a Life 
Interrupted, by Suleika 
Jaouad

NEUTRAL Memoir -

University of 
Michigan, 
Engineering

Engineering Common 
Reading Experience

Bad Blood: Secrets and 
Lies in a Silicon Valley 
Startup, by John 
Carreyrou

NEUTRAL Business History
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University of 
Michigan, School 
of Social Work

Summer Read My Grandmother's 
Hands: Racialized 
Trauma and the 
Pathway to Mending 
Our Hearts and Bodies, 
by Resmaa Menakem

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

University of 
Minnesota, Twin 
Cities - College of 
Education and 
Human 
Development

CEHD Reads Disability Visibility: 
First-Person Stories 
from the Twenty-First 
Century, edited by Alice 
Wong

Liberal Social Justice -

University of 
Mississippi

Common Reading 
Experience

Callings: The Purpose 
and Passion of Work, by 
Dave Isay

NEUTRAL Self Help -

University of 
Missouri, Law 
School 

Mizzou Law One Read After Misogyny: How 
the Law Fails Women 
and What to Do About It, 
by Julie C. Suk

Liberal Feminism -

University of 
Montana

Griz Reads / First-
Year Reading 
Experience

Braiding Sweetgrass: 
Indigenous Wisdom, 
Scientific Knowledge 
and the Teachings of 
Plants, by Robin Wall 
Kimmerer

Unclear Cultural Heritage -

University of 
Nevada, Las Vegas

Common Reader for 
FYS and SYS

Tell Me Who You Are: A 
Road Map for 
Cultivating Racial 
Literacy, by Winona Guo 
and Priya Vulchi

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

University of 
North Alabama

One Book Initiative Disability Visibility: 
First-Person Stories 
from the Twenty-First 
Century, edited by Alice 
Wong

Liberal Social Justice -

University of 
Oregon

Common Reading We Should All Be 
Feminists, by 
Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie

Liberal Feminism -

University of 
Pittsburgh - 
Greensburg

Westmoreland Reads How the Word Is Passed: 
A Reckoning with the 
History of Slavery 
Across America, by 
Clint Smith

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

University of 
Puget Sound

Tacoma Reads A Place Called Home: A 
Memoir, by David 
Ambroz

Liberal LGBT / Gender 
Ideology

Memoir

University of San 
Diego

One Book, One San 
Diego / Just Read!

The Sum of Us: What 
Racism Costs Everyone 
and How We Can Prosper 
Together, by Heather 
McGhee

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice Social Justice

University of 
South Carolina

First-Year Reading 
Experience

How to Be Perfect: The 
Correct Answer to 
Every Moral Question, 
by Michael Schur

NEUTRAL Self Help Psychology
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University of 
South Carolina 
Upstate

PREFACE One Foot in Eden, by Ron 
Rash

NEUTRAL Historical Fiction -

University of 
Southern 
Mississippi 

Common Read All My Rage, by Sabaa 
Tahir

Unclear Historical Fiction -

University of 
Tennessee - 
Chattanooga

Read2Achieve Disability Visibility: 
First-Person Stories 
From The Twenty-First 
Century, edited by Alice 
Wong

Liberal Social Justice -

University of the 
Incarnate Word

Honors Common Read Weapons of Math 
Destruction: How Big 
Data Increases 
Inequality and 
Threatens Democracy, 
by Cathy O'Neil 

Liberal Social Justice -

University of 
Texas at Austin

All We Can Save: Truth, 
Courage, and Solutions 
for the Climate Crisis, 
edited by Ayana 
Elizabeth Johnson and 
Katharine K. Wilkinson

Liberal Climate Change Feminism

University of 
Tulsa

Common Read Educated: A Memoir, by 
Tara Westover

NEUTRAL Memoir -

University of 
Vermont

Learning Community 
Summer Reading

Outliers: The Story of 
Success, by Malcolm 
Gladwell

NEUTRAL Social Science -

University of 
Vermont - Honors 
College

First-Year Summer 
Reading

The Great Derangement: 
Climate Change and the 
Unthinkable, by Amitav 
Ghosh

Liberal Climate Change -

University of 
Virginia - School 
of Education and 
Human 
Development

The Common Read / 
Curry Common Read

Under the Skin: The 
Hidden Toll of Racism 
on American Lives and 
on the Health of Our 
Nation, by Linda 
Villarosa

Liberal CRT / Racial Justice -

Vassar College Common Reading Year of the Tiger: An 
Activist's Life, by Alice 
Wong

Liberal Feminism Social Justice

Villanova 
University - 
School of Business

Read to Lead My Life in Full:  Work, 
Family, and Our Future, 
by Indra Nooyi

NEUTRAL Memoir Business

Virginia 
Commonwealth 
University

Common Reading / 
Summer Reading

Seek You: A Journey 
Through American 
Loneliness, by Kristen 
Radtke

NEUTRAL Self Help -

Viterbo University First Year Student 
Common Read

The Book of Hope: A 
Survival Guide for 
Trying Times, by Jane 
Goodall and Douglas 
Abrams

Liberal Climate Change Memoir
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Wake Forest 
University

Project Wake / 
Summer Reading - 
Summer Academic 
Project

Becoming (Adapted for 
Young Readers), by 
Michelle Obama

Liberal Memoir -

Wallace State 
Community 
College

Common Read 
Initiative

Frankenstein, by Mary 
Shelley

NEUTRAL Classics -

Wartburg College Knight Reading / 
Readings in Common

Everyday Ubuntu: Living 
Better Together, the 
African Way, by Mungi 
Ngomane

NEUTRAL

Cultural Heritage

Theology

Washburn 
University

iRead Separate No More: The 
Long Road to Brown v. 
Board of Education, by 
Lawrence Goldstone

NEUTRAL History -

Washington and 
Lee University

First-Year Read / 
Common Book

The House on Mango 
Street, by Sandra 
Cisneros

NEUTRAL Fiction -

Washington State 
University

WSU Common Reading Braiding Sweetgrass: 
Indigenous Wisdom, 
Scientific Knowledge 
and the Teachings of 
Plants, by Robin Wall 
Kimmerer

Unclear Cultural Heritage -

Wesleyan 
University

First Year Matters 
Common Experience/ 
First Year Matters 
Common Reading

Guardians of the Trees: 
A Journey of Hope 
Through Healing the 
Planet: A Memoir, by Dr. 
Kinari Webb

Liberal Climate Change -

West Kentucky 
Community & 
Technical College 

1 Book Read World of Wonders: In 
Praise of Fireflies, 
Whale Sharks, and 
Other Astonishments, 
by Aimee 
Nezhukumatathil

NEUTRAL Memoir -

West Virginia 
University

Campus Read / 
Common Read

Transcendent Kingdom, 
by Yaa Gyasi

NEUTRAL Fiction -

Western Carolina 
University

One Book / Summer 
Reading

Normal Sucks: How to 
Live, Learn, and Thrive 
Outside the Lines, by 
Jonathan Mooney

NEUTRAL Memoir Self Help

Western Michigan 
University - Homer 
Stryker MD 
School of Medicine

Common Read The Emergency: A Year 
of Healing and 
Heartbreak in a Chicago 
ER, by Thomas Fisher

NEUTRAL Memoir Medicine

Westminster 
College (MO)

One Read / Community 
Reading Program 
Sponsored by the 
Daniel Boone Regional 
Library

When Two Feathers Fell 
From the Sky, by 
Margaret Verble

NEUTRAL Historical Fiction -

Westminster 
College (PA)

The Next Chapter: 
First Year Program

What the Eyes Don't See: 
A Story of Crisis, 
Resistance, and Hope in 
an American City, by 
Mona Hanna-Attisha

NEUTRAL Memoir Nonfiction
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Wichita State 
University

WSU Reads My Broken Language: A 
Memoir, by Quiara 
Alegría Hudes

Liberal Memoir CRT / Racial 
Justice

William Woods 
University

One Read / Community 
Reading Program 
Sponsored by the 
Daniel Boone Regional 
Library

When Two Feathers Fell 
From the Sky, by 
Margaret Verble

NEUTRAL Historical Fiction -

Winona State 
University

WSU Common Book 
Project

A Bear, a Backpack, and 
Eight Crates of Vodka, 
by Lev Golinkin

NEUTRAL Memoir -

Yavapai College Riders Read Disability Visibility: 
First-Person Stories 
from the Twenty-First 
Century, edited by Alice 
Wong

Liberal Social Justice -
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Conclusion 
Leftist Ideology Dominates Common Reading 
Programs 

Young America’s Foundation’s examination of common 
reading programs in colleges and universities 
throughout the United States has uncovered a striking 
imbalance in ideological representation. The 
distribution of ideological bias reveals a stark disparity. 

In light of these findings, it is vital to foster open 
discourse and intellectual diversity within institutions of 
higher education. Ensuring that common reading 
programs incorporate a broader range of 
perspectives, including those in alignment with 
conservative values, is essential for promoting critical 
thinking and a well-rounded education.
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